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Welcome… 

… to Public Education Network, Sarasota! We are thrilled to have you join us in 

our shared mission to create a unified advocacy network that amplifies the voices 

of Sarasota’s residents. By becoming a member of our organization, you are 

stepping into a powerful movement dedicated to informing, engaging, and 

empowering our community to actively shape the future of public education in 

Sarasota County. 

Our mission is clear and vital: to ensure that every individual and organization in 

our community has the tools, knowledge, and support they need to make their 

voices heard. Together, we will work to foster a vibrant, inclusive dialogue that 

reflects the diverse perspectives and aspirations of Sarasota’s residents. Through 

your participation, we can strengthen our collective impact and advocate for the 

educational policies and practices that will best serve our children and future 

generations. 

As a new member, you bring unique insights and energy that are invaluable to our efforts. Whether you are here 

to learn more about local education issues, engage in meaningful advocacy, or collaborate with like-minded 

individuals and organizations, we are here to support you every step of the way. We encourage you to take full 

advantage of the resources, events, and opportunities for involvement that our organization offers. 

Through our newsletter, social media, and website, you will receive information about how you can get 

involved, upcoming events, and ways to connect with other members of our community. We believe that your 

voice is a crucial part of the conversation, and we are excited to see the impact you will make as part of our 

network. 

Thank you for joining us in this important work. Together, we will ensure that the voices of Sarasota’s residents 

are heard loud and clear, shaping a bright and equitable future for public education in our county. 

Warm regards, 

Theoni Soublis, Ph.D 

Public Education Network, chair 

theoni@pensarasota.org  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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PEN – SARASOTA RECEIVES START-UP GRANT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEN – Sarasota is honored to announce it has recently received an $8000 grant for advocacy 

work related to the upcoming 2024 Millage Referendum.  

The letter is from Hollie Mowry, Community Leadersip Associate, Community Leadership 

Associate at the Gulf Coast Community Foundation.  

Dear Theoni,  

I am pleased to inform you that Gulf Coast has approved a grant to Public Education Network 
Sarasota in the amount of $8,000 which is designated to be used for advocacy costs in support of 
Millage Referendum for Sarasota County Schools. This grant is made possible through the Gulf 
Coast Community Foundation Fund and the Arthur E. and Audre B. Smith Charitable 
Fund, which is a donor-established legacy endowment. 

 At Gulf Coast, we hold ourselves to the highest standard of excellence, accountability, and impact by 

voluntarily seeking accreditation by the Community Foundations National Standards Board. Through 
this process, we have updated our grant award communication to ensure we are following best 
practices for community foundations and in compliance with all IRS regulations…   

We wish you every success in accomplishing the goals of this project and look forward to celebrating 
your progress.  

Kind Regards, 

Hollie Mowry 

Community Leadership Associate 

Gulf Coast Community Foundation 

 

 

  

  



OUR PARTNERS 

JOIN US & SEE 

YOUR NAME HERE

JOIN US & SEE 

YOUR NAME HERE 

To learn more about becoming a PEN-Sarasota partner, contact us at INFO@pensarasota.org



is on 

 the Web and Social Media  

OUR WEB SITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER: Anushka Nair is an artist, writer, and graduate of 
Ringling College of Art + Design ('22). She's known for her work in the Games & Animation industries, 
notably Blizzard Entertainment, and is a Student Academy Award finalist and SIGGRAPH winner. 
Additionally, she has contributed to social media initiatives for the celebrated nonprofit, Asian Queens 
in Animation. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/publiceducation
networksarasota 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/pen.sarasota/ 

Web Site: https://pensarasota.org 

http://www.facebook.com/publiceducationnetworksarasota
http://www.facebook.com/publiceducationnetworksarasota
http://www.instagram.com/pen.sarasota/


REFERENDUM NEWS 
 
 
 

“Charting Success in Sarasota County Schools in 2024-2025” 
 

 
 

September 19, 2024  6:00 pm -  7:00 pm 
 

Selby Library  1331 First St. Sarasota, FL 34236 
 
Registration recommended to attend in-person event at Selby Library. Register 
at lwvsrq.org or https://lwvsrq.org/content.aspx?page_id=4008&club_id=324628&item_id=2332687 
 
Speaker: Terry Connor, Superintendent of Sarasota Schools 
 
Speaker Bio: 
  
Superintendent Terry Connor has spent his entire educational career serving students & families in 
the Sunshine State. Drawn to cultivating educational excellence in himself and others from an early 
age, he earned his Bachelor of Arts in Middle Grades Education from the University of North Florida, 
and his Master of Administration & Management from Nova Southeastern University. Superintendent 
Connor holds a number of educational certifications, including Educational Leadership (All Levels). 
Highly regarded for his conscientious and uplifting leadership style, Superintendent Connor is 
committed to reducing the achievement gap, leveraging resources to drive innovations in teaching & 
learning, and keeping student success at the forefront of Sarasota County Schools’ goals and 
decisions. Every Student. Every Day! 
  
 Registration recommended to attend in-person event at Selby Library. Register 
at lwvsrq.org or https://lwvsrq.org/content.aspx?page_id=4008&club_id=324628&item_id=2332687 

 
The presentation will be livestreamed, recorded and later posted to YouTube 
 

Superintendent of Sarasota 
Schools Terry Connor 
discusses the significant impact 
of referendum funding on crucial 
initiatives dedicated to 
supporting student academic 
excellence. He will share how 
these funds have been 
strategically utilized to enhance 
educational programs, improve 
school infrastructure, and 
provide essential resources, 
ensuring every student has the 
opportunity to succeed. 
 
 
 

http://lwvsrq.org/
https://lwvsrq.org/content.aspx?page_id=4008&club_id=324628&item_id=2332687
http://lwvsrq.org/
https://lwvsrq.org/content.aspx?page_id=4008&club_id=324628&item_id=2332687


 



 



 
      

TRIFOLD ON AMENDMENT 1 TO SHARE   Front (top)  & Back (below) 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

DATE EVENT TIME LOCATION PARTNER For More Info 

 

Aug 27, 2024 

 

Lunh& Conversation  12-1:30 pm 
Café Venice 
101 Venice Ave W 
Venice, FL 34285 

LWVSRQ 

 

Aug 27, 2024 
and Sept. 3, 
10, 17 24  

Sensory Friendly 
Drop-In  

Gender Identity Peer 
Support Group  

4·6 pm  

6-7pm  

Sarasota Center  
1470 Blvd of the Arts 
Sarasota, FL  

ALSO Youth   

Sept. 4, 2024  
Disabled Youth 
Meetup  

 
Sarasota Center  
1470 Blvd of the Arts 
Sarasota, FL   

ALSO Youth   

Sept. 5, 2024  
Education & School 
Board Amendment  8:00 pm         Virtual 

AAUW-
Venice  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting 
/register/ 
tZ0vceGoqjMrGtVdrEFHLt65ahkBb 
89  
HmQXQ#/registration   

Sept. 5, 2024  
Youth Art Show and 
Auction  5-7 pm  

 
Sarasota Opera House  
61 pineapple Ave. 
Sarasota, FL 34236   

ALSO Youth   

Sept. 7, 2024  7th Annual Totally 
Tailgate  

 

 
Michaels on East 1212 
South East Ave. 
Sarastoa,FL 34239   

GIRLS INC   
of Sarasota 
County 

Julie Anderson: 941-366- 
6646 X 207; 
Juliea@girlsincsrq.org  

Sept.19, 2024  
Charting Success in 
Sarasota County 
Schools in 2024- 2025  

6-7 PM  
Selby Library  
1331 First Street  
Sarasota, FL  

LWVSRQ  
https://lwvsrq.org/content.as 
px?page_id=4008&club_id=32 
4628&item_id=2332687  

Sept. 21, 2024  10th Annual 
Luncheon  

11:30 am  

 
Michaels on East 1212 
South East Ave.  
Sarastoa,FL 34239  

Suncoast 
Women of 
Action  

https://www.theright2vote. 
net/events.html  

Oct. 3, 2024  
Annual Freedom 
Awards Banquet  6:00 pm  

 
Hyatt Regency  
Sarasota, FL  

NAACP- 
Sarasota  

https://www.sarasotanaacp.o 
rg/post/2024-freedom- awards-
banquet  

*Check Partner websites for additional events. 

  

PARTNER EVENTS CALENDAR* 

https://lwvsrq.org/conten
t.aspx?page_id=4008&cl
ub_id=324628&item_id=2
334053 
 

https://lwvsrq.org/content.aspx?page_id=4008&club_id=324628&item_id=2334053
https://lwvsrq.org/content.aspx?page_id=4008&club_id=324628&item_id=2334053
https://lwvsrq.org/content.aspx?page_id=4008&club_id=324628&item_id=2334053
https://lwvsrq.org/content.aspx?page_id=4008&club_id=324628&item_id=2334053


OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEN-SARASOTA PARTNERS 

PEN-Sarasota Board Member Katrina Ward has been selected to attend a national 
public education advocacy and organizing retreat, hosted by Partnership for Equity and 

Education Rights (PEER) from November 13 through 
November 15 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. PEER is a 
national network of organizers, advocates, lawyers 
and community leaders focused on reinvestment in 
public education. Provided in partnership with 
Families for Strong Public Schools, the retreat will 
include training in the areas of grassroots 
engagement, strengthening coalitions, and lifting up 
leadership from local communities. These powerful 
training sessions will also provide participants with 
opportunities to share policy expertise and strategies 
that are being successfully implemented across the 
country to advance innovative solutions for equity 

and education rights and increased school funding for public schools.  

 

From PEER:  

Every child deserves an education that helps them reach their full potential, no 
matter their race or the community they live in.  

 

 
 

PEN-SARASOTA 
WISHES ALL STUDENTS, 
TEACHERS, AND STAFF 

A TERRIFIC SCHOOL YEAR 
2024-2025 

 



 

 
(left to right)         Katrina Ward, Theoni Soublis, Nikki Rivera, Lisa Schurr, Jill Lewis-Spector, Nancy Swart, Pam Hart 
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